Orthography and Basic Phonology 

The now standardized Navajo orthography was developed by 
Robert Young and William Morgan in the 1930s, combining 
the systems used by earlier Franciscan and Protestant missionar- 
ies (Lockard 1996). See Tables 1 and 2 on the following page. 

Tone. Navajo has tone as a distinctive feature. Short vowels 
and diphthongs may have high or low tone; long vowels and 
vowel clusters may have rising or felling tone. 

Basic Phonological Rules. The stems of Navajo nominal, 
postpositional, and verbal elements almost always have the 
syllable stractme CV, or CVC; prefixes have the form CV or 
C (Young 1979; Young and Morgan 1987). The Navajo lan- 
guage has an extremely complex phonology that I will not at- 
tempt toencapsulj^ here, as even a "basic" description would 
requiie several pages. 
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Table 1: Consonants 





Voicing 


Labial 


Alveolar/ 
dental 


Alv-pal 
affricates 


Lateral 


Palatal 


Velar 


Labio- 
velar 


Glottal 


Stops 


-I- 


b 


d 


dz 


dl 


J 


g 






- 




t 


ts 


tk 


ch 


k 


kw 


( 


Ejectives 


- 




t' 


ts' 


tl' 


ch' 


k' 






Fricatives 


+ 




z 




1 


zh 


gh 






- 




s 




I 


sh 


X 




h, hw 


Nasals 


+ 


m 


n 














Glides 


+ 










y 




w 







Table 2: 


Vowels* 






Front 


Central 


Back 


High 


i, ii, l ii 




o,oo,9,QQ 


Mid 


e, ee, q, ^^ 






Low 




a, aa, ^ ^ 





*Oral *a', nasal *^\ long oral *aa\ long nasal *^V 
Diphthongs: ei, ai, ao, oi 
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